Discussing the relationship between quality care and cost-effective care in Swiss pediatric wound care.
The growing individual and public demand for high-quality care within a context of restricted budgets dominates the political as well as medical agenda. This demand for "quality care" has developed an "industry" and lobby relating to auditing practice even in the small subpopulation of pediatric surgical patients. With children, complex and nonhealing wounds are quite rare, but there are pressures to provide modern and high-quality wound care even in Switzerland. Thus, in accordance with practice in neighboring countries, guidelines for wound care have been established in the Swiss healthcare sector. Their validity and reliability in the context of cost-effective versus quality care are critically discussed in this paper.